
12 Months Ahead
 A Select wedding date

 A Decide guest list and maximum amount of 
people you will invite

 A Determine budget 

 A Hire wedding event planner/coordinator 
(optional); planning a wedding can be time-
consuming and stressful

 A Start thinking about wedding details and colors

 A Select ceremony site and reception site 

 A Start to research wedding vendors (caterer,  
photographer, videographer, music/entertain-
ment, florist, cake baker, etc.)

 A Select officiant/clergyperson

 A Announce your engagement in the local newspaper

9–12 Months Ahead
 A Select bridal party

 A Start shopping for wedding gown and accessories

 A Select bridesmaids’ attire 

 A Finalize selection of wedding vendors 

6–9 Months Ahead
 A Register for wedding gifts at 1–3 stores

 A Create a wedding Web site

 A Mail Save-the-Date cards

 A Suggested items to order: Wedding invitations, 
thank-you notes, personal stationery, program 

book, imprinted cocktail napkins, imprinted 
matches, place cards, wishing bubbles, menus, 
guest book and pen, favors, unity candle, 
toasting glasses, cake knife and server, ring 

bearer pillow, flower girl basket 
Note: Some of these items, such as program books 
and menus, will have to be ordered after final plans  
are made

 A Find hotel accommodations for out-of-town guests

 A Purchase rings and get them engraved

 A Plan honeymoon (make sure passports are up- 
to-date)

4–6 Months Ahead
 A Finalize guest list

 A Find out about obtaining the marriage license 
(check with county clerk’s office for details)

 A Plan trial hair and makeup session(s) for bride

 A Book stylist or salon for hair and makeup for day 
of wedding

 A Schedule ceremony rehearsal and rehearsal dinner 

 A Plan transportation/limousine service for the 
wedding party to the ceremony and reception

2–4 Months Ahead
 A Confirm details with all vendors

 A Plan ceremony with officiant/clergyperson

 A Order men’s formal attire 

 A Address wedding invitations and mail out 8 
weeks before wedding date

 A Have final fittings of bridal gown and 
bridesmaids’ dresses and confirm delivery dates

 A Choose your wedding music

 A Shop for attendants’ gifts

 A Plan for something old, new, borrowed, and blue 
for the bride (and a silver sixpence in her shoe)

1–2 Months Ahead

 A Finalize ceremony rehearsal and rehearsal dinner 
details

 A Prepare printed program book for ceremony 
after finalizing with officiant/clergyperson

 A Prepare menu for reception after finalizing with 
caterer

 A Apply for marriage license

 A Start reception seating chart and place cards

2–4 Weeks Ahead

 A Have final consultations with all vendors: develop 
a wedding timeline and disperse to all vendors; 
also prepare a complete list of all vendors and 
disperse to all vendors; confirm all vendors’ 
phone numbers and emergency numbers

 A Follow up on any missing RSVPs from guests 

 A Notify caterer of final head count

 A Finish reception seating chart

 A Finish place cards

 A Pack for honeymoon

 A Prepare wedding day emergency kit

 A Prepare items to go to ceremony and reception 
locations; prepare a checklist of items and where 
items are to go

1 Week Ahead
 A Make any last-minute seating arrangements/

adjustments

 A Make a final check with everyone involved in the 
wedding to see that everything is in order

 A Organize all your wedding day attire

 A Confirm rehearsal plans with your officiant/
clergyperson, your ceremony site, and all your 
attendants

 A Arrange day and time to have all your wedding 
items dropped off  at ceremony and reception 
locations

Your Wedding Day
 A Make sure to eat – having food in your stomach 

will help with any pre-wedding jitters

 A Get your hair and makeup done; wear a button-
up shirt to keep hair and makeup perfect

 A Most importantly, try to remain relaxed so that 
you can enjoy your day! 

Planning a wedding is no small task; you can reduce some of the planning stress and save time 
by staying organized and keeping everything together in one place

Recommendations
 A Purchase a large 3-ring binder

 A Use dividers and organize your binder according to all of your wedding elements (budget, to-do list, 
venue, vendors, guest list, wedding gown, invitations, hotel accommodations, etc.) 

 A Purchase page protectors to hold swatches of fabric, business cards, articles, magazine clippings, etc. 

 A Create a folder in your email inbox and save all wedding-related emails to that folder

 A Create a record-keeping system for payments, and update it whenever you make a deposit or purchase; 
keep a running subtotal to help you stay within budget; for example:

Record of Wedding Costs & Deposits

Date Vendor/
Description

Amount of 
Deposit 

Method of 
Payment

Balance  
Due

Date 
Due

Total 
Amount

Organization = Less Stress!

 A Wedding Web sites are a great way to announce your engagement and upcoming 
wedding to family and friends who will be invited to your wedding

 A Wedding Web sites provide a lot of useful information, such as wedding plans 
(and updates), hotel accommodations, gift registries, maps and directions, etc.

 A There are many Web sites that allow you to create your own Web site for free; WeddingChannel.com and 
TheKnot.com both provide easy, step-by-step instructions

Your Wedding Web Site
Tip
Include your wedding 
Web site URL on your 
Save-the-Date cards

 A Select a wedding date and alternate dates

 A Select time of day for ceremony and reception

 A Weekday and Sunday weddings usually cost less 
than Saturday weddings

 A Afternoon weddings cost less than evening 
weddings

 A Check the calendar to avoid having your 
wedding on a holiday, special sporting event 
such as the Super Bowl/World Series, or a day 
of a big event in your community; an online 
search for “wedding dates to avoid” will bring 
up numerous calendar-related sites that will 
help you

 A Search the weather forecast for the previous 
year and monthly averages; see what the weather 
could be like on the date of your wedding

Choosing Your  

Wedding Date

After the Honeymoon
 A Have your gown preserved

 A Write thank-you notes

 A It is also nice to send a handwritten 
thank-you note to each vendor who 
helped make your day special

 A Change your last name

 A Insure your ring

Wedding To-Do List & Timeline
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Type of Celebration
Before selecting the ceremony and reception sites and meeting with vendors, you will 
need to decide on your wedding details

 A What level of formality do you want? Ultra-formal to formal, semiformal, informal, 
intimate, contemporary, fun/funky, rustic, or something else?

 A What type of location do you want for your wedding? Weddings are held at banquet 
halls, hotels, catering halls, mansions, reception halls, country clubs, yachts, museums, 
historic sites, gardens, parks, restaurants, beaches, or private places

 A Do you want a small wedding (under 100 guests), medium wedding (100–250 guests), 
or a large wedding (250+ guests)?

Once you’ve decided these details, start your search for the ceremony site and reception site; great 
resources for finding potential sites are local bridal publications, the Internet, wedding shows, the 
yellow pages, and by asking friends; select sites that might meet your needs, and narrow down 
your list; then schedule appointments to visit each site so that you can decide which one will be 
perfect for your wedding; take a camera with you on each visit, and photograph the sites for 
future reference when making your decision

Colors
 A You will be selecting colors for your 

bridesmaids’ dresses, groomsmen attire, 
flowers, linens, invitations, etc. 

 A Certain colors set certain moods; e.g., soft colors create a romantic feel

 A The season in which you are getting married can also influence color 
choice; spring and summer weddings tend to be more in the lighter 
shades, while fall and winter weddings are more in the darker shades

 A Geography/location should also be taken into consideration; e.g., 
consider the color of the carpet at a 
reception site, or if  your wedding is set in 
a tropical location, select colors that will 
complement that setting

Wedding Details

 A To minimize the cost of your wedding, it helps to have a clear vision of what you want and 
to communicate that with your vendors during the earliest planning stages

 A Have a list of questions already prepared to ask each vendor (a list of questions for each 
vendor is provided in this guide)

 A Research vendors before meeting with them; check out their Web sites and read reviews 
of their service

 A Keep notes on each vendor, and make sure to get a business card
 A Meet with several vendors before selecting one; it is very important that you “like” all 

of your vendors; you want to be able to work well with each of them
 A Make sure you are comparing similar packages, plans, and quality when looking at the 

different estimates
 A Be sure to receive a written estimate of costs, deposits required, and ask about penalties in 

case of cancellation
 A Discuss everything you will need and want for your wedding; have everything you discussed 

specified in writing in your contract to avoid any discrepancies later on
 A It is also wise to confirm that your vendor is reputable and will still be in business at the time 

of your wedding date
 A Read all contracts carefully to ensure everything is correct and that you are completely 

satisfied with the arrangements before signing
 A It is always helpful to hire vendors who have worked together or have worked the venue; 

your venue will have a Preferred Vendor List, which is a great place to start looking for 
vendors

 A Be very comfortable with all the vendors you select; make sure you meet exactly the person 
who will be doing the work for you

 A The wedding industry is overpriced, so don’t be afraid to negotiate
 A Confirm all vendor phone numbers 2 weeks prior to the wedding date; have an emergency 

contact number for all vendors

Questions to Ask All Vendors
· Are you available for our wedding date and time?
· What packages do you offer, and what do they include? Are you able to customize 
a package for my wedding?

· Have you worked at the ceremony/reception site(s) before?
· Who will be on hand the day of my wedding? (Make sure you personally meet  
that person)

· Do you have a Web site?
· Do you have references/previous client testimonials?
· What is your backup plan in the event of an emergency/sickness/inclement weather?
· If there is a delay between the wedding and reception, do you add additional charges?
· How far in advance must we reserve your services for our wedding day?
· What is your cancellation and refund policy?
· Do you charge for travel time?
· What is the deposit requirement, and what are the payment due dates?

Tipping Vendors

 A When figuring your budget, don’t forget gratuities for certain vendors; depending on the 
size of your wedding, tipping costs can become quite substantial; remember, you are never 
obligated to tip anyone; however, some wedding vendors will expect a gratuity

Meeting with Vendors & Signing Contracts

Once you decide on your overall budget, your budget 
is generally broken down as follows:

Reception 46%

Photographer/Videographer 12%

Wedding Attire 10%

Flowers/Decorations 8%

Music 6%

Tips/Taxes/Overages 5% 

Ceremony 3%

Wedding Invitations, etc. 3%

Wedding Rings 3%

Gifts and Favors 2%

Transportation 2%

Budget

 A Keep the guest list down

 A Get married on any day of the week other than Saturday

 A Get married in the off-season for weddings in your area

 A Avoid planning your wedding on or near a holiday; 
flowers will be more expensive around holidays

 A Consider renting a wedding gown, purchase one at a 
wedding consignment store, or shop sample sales 

 A Look for secondhand wedding accessories at wedding 
consignment stores or online (Craigslist, eBay, etc.)

 A Ask your caterer if  you can provide your own liquor to 
cut costs

 A Skip extensive flowers at the ceremony site and focus 
more on the reception site, since that is where you and 
your guests will be spending most of your time

 A Make your own wedding invitations, program books, 
menu cards, place cards, etc.; there are many kits  
available at local craft stores; making your own place 
cards is also convenient when there are last-minute 
seating/table changes

 A You might be able to cut costs by alternating tall and 
short centerpieces for reception tables

 A Instead of having wedding favors, make a donation to a 
favorite charity organization and have your MC announce 
it to your guests at the wedding reception

Generally, the wedding expenses are broken down  
as follows:

Bride/Bride’s Family Expenses
 A Engagement announcement
 A Cost of the ceremony, including location, rentals, etc.
 A All expenses connected with the reception (food, 

beverages, room rental, etc.)
 A Music for the ceremony and reception
 A Photographer and videographer
 A The bride’s wedding gown and accessories
 A The groom’s wedding ring
 A Flowers for the bridesmaids and for the ceremony and 

the reception
 A Invitations, programs, mailing costs, etc.
 A Transportation

Groom/Groom’s Family Expenses
 A The bride’s engagement and wedding ring
 A Marriage license
 A The officiant/clergyperson’s fee
 A The bride’s bouquet, flowers for the mothers and 

grandmothers, and boutonnieres for the groomsmen
 A The rehearsal dinner
 A The honeymoon

Attendants/Ushers’ Expenses

 A Bridal shower for bride
 A Bachelor/bachelorette party
 A Any necessary travel expenses
 A Accommodations for self
 A Wedding attire and accessories

Note: Traditionally, the majority of wedding costs are paid for 
by the bride’s family; however, times have changed, and today, 
circumstances and common sense—not tradition—dictate who 
will pay for what

Money-Saving Tips

Tip
Try to have at least 
2–3 colors: 1 color 
as a primary and 
1–2 as accent colors

WinterSummerSpring Fall

Tip
Browse through bridal magazines and wedding Web 
sites and search for weddings by different styles,  
areas, and seasons to help give you some ideas

Tip
Wedding costs can get 
out of hand, so you 
definitely want to stick 
to your budget and 
eliminate unnecessary 
details that can break the 
bank; decide what items 
are really important to 
you, and spend money 
on those items

Who Pays for What

2



Ceremony Site
Your wedding ceremony can be anywhere you want (church, 
cathedral, chapel, temple, synagogue, private home, garden, 
courthouse, hotel, country club, hall, park, museum, yacht, 
beach, etc.) 

Decide what kind of ceremony you want (religious or civil); 
if having a religious ceremony, find out what the marriage 
requirements are for your religion and if the ceremony site 
can meet the requirements

Questions to Ask
· What is the guest capacity of the location?

· What is included (use of sanctuary, a wedding coordinator, 
organist/musicians, custodian, etc.)?

· Are there any restrictions as far as time of ceremony, 
photography, videography, music, décor, candles, fireworks, 
rose petal tossing, etc.?

· Who will be on hand the day of the wedding?

· What décor is needed (aisle runner, ribbons, etc.)?

· How are the acoustics?

· How is the sound system?

· Is the electrical system adequate?

· Are the restrooms adequate?

· Is there a bride’s room and groom’s room?

· Will there be any other events that day?

· Is there ample parking for guests?

· How far in advance do I have to reserve  
the ceremony site?

Planning Your Ceremony
Your officiant/clergyperson will guide you in planning  
out your ceremony

Questions to Ask
· How long is the usual ceremony?

· If we want to write our own vows, will you provide guidelines?

· Do you have customary vows if we do not wish to write our  
own vows?

· Can religious elements be included in the ceremony?

· Can family members be included in the ceremony?

· Do we have to fill out any paperwork?

· Are we required to attend pre-marriage counseling?

· Will you give a sermon or speech?

· Can we see sample wording or readings?

· Are there any restrictions for photography or videography 
during the ceremony?

· Will you perform the ceremony outside of a house of 
worship?

· Have you ever performed a wedding ceremony at the  
ceremony site?

· Will you help conduct the rehearsal?

· What are your fees?

Reception Site
This will be your biggest expense; it typically includes the food, alcohol, waitstaff, and 
site fee; sometimes the ceremony and reception can be held in the same facility; if 
this is not the case, make sure the reception site is not too far from the ceremony site

Questions to Ask
· When will I be able to visit and tour the site with the site manager?

· Can I see photos of previous weddings held at the site?

· Can I see sample floor plans or visit the site when you are holding an event?

· How much privacy does the venue offer? 

· Are there any restrictions at the site? 

· What rooms/areas will be available to me and my guests?

· What is the guest capacity of the location?

· Are the restrooms adequate?

· Do you provide a dance floor, and is it adequate?

· Where does the band/entertainment set up?

· How is the sound system?

· Is the lighting adequate?

· Is the venue a good place for wedding photographs?

· Is there ample parking for guests? Are there any parking 
fees? Do you have valet parking?

· Is there an on-site caterer and am I required to use the  
service, or can I bring in my own caterer? If I am required  
to use the on-site caterer, can I have a tasting?

· Do you have a preferred vendor list?

· Can I bring in my own vendors?

· How many events will be held on the day of my wedding?

· Who will be the site manager on hand the day of my wedding?

· What are the hours we can use the facility site?

· Do you provide a bride’s room and groom’s room?

· Do you provide tables, chairs, linens, china, glassware, silverware, etc.? 

· Is the facility handicap accessible?

· How far in advance do I have to reserve the reception site?

Caterer
The caterer is one of the most important vendors at your wedding; you will be deciding on 
the type of meal you want (e.g., breakfast, brunch, lunch, dinner); you will also be deciding 
the type of service you want (passed hors d’oeuvres, hors d’oeuvres tables, sit-down 
dinner, buffet, food stations) and beverages/alcohol (full bar, beer  
and wine only, wine with dinner, champagne toast, signature 
drink, coffee, tea)

Note: Buffets are not necessarily cheaper than sit-down dinners 

Questions to Ask
· Can I see photos of previous weddings you have catered?

· Will you visit the reception site before the wedding and go over a floor plan 
with me?

· Do you work with frozen or fresh food?

· Do you offer a tasting?

· Can you provide meals for guests with  
special dietary needs?

· Do you provide beverage service and/or bar service? 

· Do you provide a wedding cake?

· When is the deadline to finalize the menu?

· When will I have to provide a final guest count?

· Will you provide silverware, china, glassware, and 
table numbers, and do I get a choice? If so, when will I make my final selection?

· Do you supply tables, chairs, chair covers, and linens, and do I get to select 
which ones? If so, when will I make my final selection? (Ask to see samples  
of what you can select and the cost difference if you want something special)

Ceremony Reception

Tip
Instead of having an open 
bar at your cocktail hour, 
offer one or two “signature 
drinks”; this way, you avoid 
long lines at the bar for 
your guests, and they can 
enjoy the cocktail hour and 
mingle with other guests

1. Cocktail hour
2. Couple and wedding party arrival/

announcements
3. First dance
4. Toast/speeches
5. Mealtime

6. Dancing/celebration
7. Cake cutting (traditionally an hour 

before the end of the reception)
8. Bouquet/garter toss
9. Last dance

10. Exit

Basic Reception Timeline

Tip
One server per 10–12 
guests is suggested

 A As a general rule, wedding professionals that own their own businesses usually 
are not tipped (cake baker, florist, photographer, and wedding event planner); 
however, if  you feel they have done an extraordinary job, a 15%–20% tip is 
appropriate; a tip is a way of acknowledging excellent service

 A Food and other service providers, such as caterers, wait staff, bartenders, 
musicians, and limousine drivers are usually tipped; for a breakdown on what 
is customary for tipping wedding vendors, it is suggested to go online and find 

many Web sites to guide you; tipping etiquette varies in different locations
 A All tips should be given in cash, calculated ahead of time, and put in a separate 

envelope for each vendor; this will allow you to adjust the tip according to the 
service received; assign someone reliable (e.g., father of the bride, best man) 
to hand out the envelopes after the wedding

Note: Some vendors will include gratuities up front and stipulate a percentage in their 
contracts; be aware of this so that you do not double tip

Tip
Provide flip-flops for 
female guests so that 
they can enjoy the 
reception/dancing in 
comfort (e.g., place 
basket of different-
size flip-flops in the 
ladies’ room)

The first kiss by the married couple originated in 
Roman times to represent the joining of two souls 
and to seal the lifelong commitment to each other

1. Processional – entrance of the bridal party
2. Music, literature, readings, poetry, etc.
3. Wedding vows
4. Exchange of wedding rings or gifts
5. A blessing, benediction, community commitment to support the 

marriage, or officiant/clergyperson’s sanction of the marriage
6. First kiss
7. Recessional
8. Signing of the wedding certificate/marriage license

Note: Wedding ceremonies will vary according to 
religious traditions, customs, etc.

Basic Ceremony Timeline
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Caterer (continued)

· Do you provide food for the other vendors who will be working  
the event?

· How will the servers be dressed?

· Do you carry appropriate licenses and insurance? 

Cake Baker

 A Bring photos of wedding cakes you love, and have fabric swatches of your 
wedding colors with you to help design your wedding cake

 A Taste cake samples to decide on the type of cake you want – type of 
flavor for filling, icing, etc.

 A Sometimes couples also order a groom’s cake; the groom’s cake is usually 
designed to show a particular hobby or personality trait of the groom; 
instead of a groom’s cake, you may plan an additional dessert tray with 
an array of sweets

 A Inquire on cost of cake, cake stand, delivery charges, cancellation and 
refund policy, amount of deposit required, and final payment due date

Photographer

A professional photographer will be able to capture the beauty 
of your wedding day so that you will have memories to last you a 
lifetime; you will be able to look back on your photos for years and 
years after your wedding

The first step in choosing a photographer is considering the style 
of photography you want: candid shots, formal portraits (more 
traditional), photojournalistic, black and white, or a combination
Interview several photographers before choosing one; you will be 
spending a lot of time with your photographer on your wedding day, 
so make sure you “like” your photographer

Questions to Ask
· How long have you been a professional wedding photographer? 

· How many weddings have you photographed?

· Have you won any awards for your work?

· Who will be taking the photos at my wedding?

· Will the photographer have an assistant?

· Can I see samples/portfolios of your work?

· Can I see the different photo albums you offer?

· Have you photographed at the wedding ceremony site and/or 
reception site before?

· How many hours of coverage do you offer? 

· How many photographs will you take?

· Will your photography equipment shoot at any level of light?

· What kind of camera do you use?

· When will the proofs be ready?

· Do you offer online viewing of proofs and online ordering?

· How long will I be able to view the photos online?

· How long does it take to receive the proofs, and in what format 
will they be?

· How long does it take to receive the complete wedding album?

· What size prints do you offer? Can I have a copy of the cost 
breakdown for prints? Is there a minimum order requirement?

· Do you retouch images?

· Will I receive a CD/DVD with all the images? Will they be 
watermark-free, and can I print from the CD/DVD?

· How long will the negatives be available and preserved in your 
archives?

· Do you have a backup plan if you become sick or have an 
emergency? Who will be the backup photographer?

· Do you have backup equipment (camera, flash, batteries, etc.)?

Videographer

Another way to preserve your wedding memories is to hire a 
professional videographer; finding a talented videographer is no 
small task; take the time to study their sample videos for picture 
quality, sound, and editing; consider the type of filming you want: 
photojournalistic, documentary, cinematic, or a combination

Questions to Ask

· How long have you been a professional wedding videographer? 

· How many weddings have you filmed?

· Have you won any awards for your work?

· Who will be the actual videographer at my wedding?

· How many videographers will be working the event? 

· Can I see samples/demos of your work? (You will want to see a com-
pleted video and check for content, picture quality, and sound quality)

· What will your video style be – photojournalistic, cinematic, 
documentary?

· How many hours of coverage do you offer? 

· How many cameras and microphones will be used, and where 
will they be located? Will the groom have a microphone for the 
ceremony? Is it a wireless mic? 

· What type of camera will you be using? How new is the equipment?

· Can you work with restrictions on lights and tripods at the 
ceremony and reception sites?

· Will you be able to film while a photographer is present?

· Do you need special electrical outlets?

· Will the video be edited? If so, how much?

· Do you put music to the video, and can I select the music?

· How long will it take to get the completed video?

· How many full-color DVD copies will we receive, and can we make 
copies of the DVD?

· Do you have a backup plan if you become sick or have an 
emergency? Who will be the backup videographer?

· Do you have backup equipment?

Florist
When meeting with florists, bring swatches of fabric (of your wedding 
gown and other bridal party attire, if possible), color scheme ideas, 
and photos from bridal magazines/the Internet of the type of flowers 
you envision for your wedding; also bring photos of your wedding 
gown and other bridal party attire; the more details you can provide 
the florist, the easier it will be to pick flowers for your wedding

Questions to Ask

· Can I see samples or photos of your work?

· What kind of floral arrangements do you suggest/recommend for 
my wedding?

· Will you be the florist making the arrangements?

· Do you provide any other decorating items (trellises, arches, 
columns, candles, etc.)?

· Do you set up at the ceremony site and the reception site?

· Are there any hidden setup fees or delivery charges?

· Can the flowers be moved from the ceremony site to the 
reception site?

· Will you visit the ceremony site and reception site to plan out  
the décor?

· Can I change my order if I have another idea? What will the cutoff 
date be for changes?

· Can you provide fresh flowers for the cake, and will you put them 
on the cake?

· At teardown, are the florals boxed for me? What goes home, what 
stays, and can guests take home centerpieces?

Music/Entertainment
Weddings are celebrations; a good band or DJ will ensure that you 
and your guests have fun at your wedding

Questions to Ask

· Do you act as Master of Ceremonies?

· Will we be able to watch you perform at an event?

· Do you offer a variety of music for us to select?

· Can we provide you with a playlist?

· What kind of sound equipment do you use?

· Do you provide a microphone for the ceremony?

· How will you be dressed?

· How long will you need to set up?

· How many hours do you play? 

· When do you start charging for overtime?

· Do you take breaks, and how many?

· Will you have backup equipment?

Why something old, new, borrowed, and blue,  
and a silver sixpence in her shoe?

The custom is based on an old English poem; each item refers to a 
good-luck token for the bride for a happy marriage

Old represents a bride’s bond to her past and old life
New represents optimism for the future and the bride’s new life ahead
Something borrowed is supposed to bring good luck to the new bride
Something blue dates back to biblical times when the color blue 
meant love, purity, fidelity, and loyalty
A silver sixpence in the bride’s left shoe represents wealth and 
financial security; today, a dime or a copper penny is sometimes 
substituted

TIP
Make sure your photographer and videographer get in contact with 
the officiant/clergyperson, the reception site manager, and vendors 
prior to your wedding to avoid last-minute situations; be sure to 
mention any important people you want in the photos/video or any 
other special instructions

I Do!
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 A Typically, wedding invitations are sent to the most important people in 
your lives (your relatives, close family friends, people who have watched 
you grow up and have participated in meaningful stages of your life)

 A The bride and groom and their parents should participate in completing 
the guest list; some negotiating will be needed to keep the wedding guest 
list at an appropriate number of guests

 A A good rule of thumb to go by when making your guest list is to invite 
10% more guests than your final target guest number; usually between 
10%–20% of the guest list will not be able to attend

 A Anyone who received a Save-the-Date ultimately gets an invitation to 
the wedding

 A Anyone who received an invitation to an engagement party or bridal 
shower ultimately gets an invitation to the wedding

 A Unless it is in your budget, you are not obligated to let single guests 
bring a date; just be sure you have a table to sit them at where they will 
feel comfortable and have a good time (e.g., with other single guests or 
people they know)

 A Ask your officiant/clergyperson and his/her spouse if  they would like to 
attend the rehearsal dinner and wedding reception

 A Spouses of married attendants are invited; couples living together are 
both invited even though you may only know one of them

Invitation Tips & Etiquette
 A The style of your wedding, whether it is formal, semiformal, informal, 

intimate, contemporary, fun/funky, rustic, etc., should dictate the style 
of your wedding invitation

 A Order additional envelopes to allow for errors when addressing envelopes, 
and order extra invitations for last-minute invites and keepsakes

 A Include a “respond by” date, which 
is about 2–3 weeks prior to the 
wedding, on the response cards; 
check with your caterer on this to 
allow you enough time to give the 
final count to your caterer per their 
deadline

 A Always put a return address on 
the wedding invitation; the return 
address should be the person who 
is to receive the response cards (e.g., 
the bride’s parents); the response card should also be printed with this 
address and appropriate return postage applied to the response envelope

 A Wedding invitation envelopes can be handwritten, done in hand 
calligraphy, or computer-printed

 A Take one completely assembled invitation to the post office and confirm 
the exact postage required for mailing the wedding invitation

 A Start early in collecting current addresses for your guests so that 
invitations are not delayed and/or lost

 A Mail out your invitations 8 weeks before the wedding

 A Never indicate that no children are invited on the invitation

 A When addressing envelopes, the name(s) of who will be invited should 
be indicated on the outer/inner envelope; you can check many Web sites 
for the proper guidelines/etiquette in wording and addressing wedding 
invitations and envelopes

 A Never mention gifts or where you are registered for gifts on the wedding 
invitation

Guest List & Invitations

Wedding Gown 
Your wedding gown will almost certainly be 
one of the most special gowns you will wear 
in your lifetime; a lot of thought should be 
given to your wedding gown; decide on your 
price range; once you have found several 
dresses you like, find out which bridal salons 
carry the gowns you are looking for; be 
sure to start shopping for your gown early 
– remember to allow time for alterations and 
final fittings

Questions to Ask
· Are appointments necessary?  
(usually required for most bridal stores) 

· What designers do you carry?

· What are the procedures and  
policies for ordering a gown?

· How far in advance do I have to order my 
dress, and do you guarantee a delivery date?

· Do you offer in-house alterations, and 
what are the fees?

· Can you make last-minute alterations?

· Will you press my gown?

· Do you sell accessories?

· What is your payment policy and  
refund policy?

Note: Usually there are no refunds on wedding gown 
purchases, so make sure you are 100% happy with 
your selection before ordering/purchasing your gown

 A Do not overspend on the wedding gown; buy 
a wedding gown that you are very comfortable 
wearing (not too heavy, not itchy, not tight, 
not restricting, etc.)

 A If  your wedding gown has a train, make sure 
that someone knows how to bustle the train 
and have that person practice before the 
wedding

 A Veils do not have to be extravagant; sometimes 
less is more 

 A It is highly recommended to get comfortable 
shoes; another option is to order platform 
flip-flops or comfortable shoes to change into 
for your reception; 
make sure you break 
in your wedding shoes 
at least one month 
before the wedding

Bride’s Hair & Makeup
Having a professional makeup artist/hair 
stylist will provide you with much comfort 
and ease and guarantee you look picture-
perfect for your wedding

 A Look in magazines for hair and makeup ideas; 
celebrity red-carpet pictures are a good place 
to start; tear or print out your favorite looks 
– these will help the makeup artist determine 
how much makeup you want

 A Consider what kind of veil you will wear and 
how you want your hairstyle to incorporate 
the veil/headpiece

 A You might have to pay for trial sessions, but they 
are the best way to know if you will be happy 
with the artist/stylist

 A Bring your veil and jewelry and wear a white/
ivory shirt similar in color to your wedding 
gown to your hair and makeup trials

 A It’s recommended not to change your hair and 
makeup too much for your wedding day – plan 
for the prettiest version of your natural self

 A It is important to make sure your hair and 
makeup will last throughout the day

 A Consider cost and whether the makeup artist/
stylist requires other members of the bridal 
party to have their hair/makeup done; prices 
sometimes fluctuate based on this

 A Consider time; when you go for your trial, keep 
track of how long it takes for your makeup to be 
applied and hair to be done; you’ll need to know 
how much time to allot for this on the big day

 A Don’t get a tan or facial just days before the 
wedding

 A Give the groom your lipstick to carry in 
his pocket for quick touch-ups during the 
wedding

Bridesmaids’ Dresses

 A Try to be kind to your bridesmaids; select 
a dress they could wear again and will be 
flattering on different figures and sizes

 A Bridesmaids’ dresses do not have to match  
exactly; bridesmaids 
can wear similar col-
ors or styles, and it 
is OK to let brides-
maids accessorize 
with their own shoes, 
jewelry, etc.; they can 
also style their hair 
differently

Groomsmen’s Attire

 A Men’s formal attire consists of coat, shirt, 
vest, trousers, cummerbund or suspenders, 
neckwear, cufflinks, socks, and shoes

 A Men’s attire does not have to match identically 
but should complement the bride’s and reflect 
the wedding’s formality

 A If  all the men are dressing identically, the 
groom can set himself  apart by wearing, for 
example, a different-colored boutonniere or 
different neckwear

 A Men’s formal attire does not have to be a 
rented tuxedo; they can wear a nice suit 
instead or even something more casual, 
like linen pants and shirt (ideal for outdoor, 
tropical weddings)

Gifts for Attendants

 A A perfect way to thank your attendants is 
to give a meaningful gift that will show your 
appreciation; remember, your attendants have 
possibly flown in from out of town and taken 
time (and money) out of their lives to be there 
to support you on your big day

 A The gifts should be well thought-out and be 
a significant reminder of your wedding day 
and symbol of your friendship; a great way 
to accomplish this is to look for personalized/
monogrammed/engraved gifts; you can also 
give a more unique gift, one that creates 
memories (e.g., a day at the spa or tickets to 
a concert); there are many Web sites available 
to help you find the perfect gifts for your 
attendants

Brides Attire & Makeup

Tip
If all bridesmaids will be 
wearing dresses in the 
same color, they should 
order their dresses at 
the same time to ensure 
an identical dye lot

Plan on one invitation each 
for the following:
- Parents

- Each attendant

-  Family with children 
under 18 years of age

-  Each child 18 or older 
(even if still living at home)

-  Couple (married or living 
together)

- Single guest

Bride’s Wedding Accessories
- Headpiece and/or veil
-  Lingerie (bra, bustier, slip, petticoat, 

underwear)
- Hosiery 
- Garter
-  Jewelry (necklace, bracelet, earrings)
- Evening bag
- Shoes
- Wrap or jacket
- Gloves

Tip
After your wedding, 
dye your white/ivory 
bridal shoes black (or 
any other color) to get 
more use out of them

The Bridal Party
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 A Find hotel accommodations to recommend to out-
of-town guests, preferably near the reception site 
and in a variety of price ranges

 A You can advise your out-of-town guests about hotel 
accommodations through a wedding Web site or 
send out a letter/email to each guest ahead of time

 A Ask the hotel if  they will give you, the newlyweds, a 
suite for free or at a discount; you might choose to 
get ready for the wedding at the hotel or spend your 
wedding night there so that you can be with family 
and friends in the morning; a farewell breakfast is 
sometimes common

 A It is helpful if  you can provide transportation for 
your guests from the airport; you can arrange for 
the groomsmen or someone specific to pick up out-
of-town guests as needed

Questions to Ask
· Will the hotel offer a reduced group rate?
(Group rates usually depend on the number of 
rooms requested)

· How long can the rooms be held before we are
committed to pay for them?

· Do guests have to pay for parking?

· Is breakfast included?

· Will the hotel offer earlier check-in and late
checkout at no additional cost?

 A The rehearsal dinner takes place after the wedding 
rehearsal, usually the night before the actual wedding

 A Traditionally, the groom’s parents plan and pay for 
the rehearsal dinner

 A Usually, the complete wedding party and their 
spouses, immediate family of the bride and groom, 
the officiant/clergyperson and his/her spouse, and 
out-of-town guests are invited to the rehearsal dinner

 A The rehearsal dinner gives family and friends an 
opportunity to get acquainted before the big day 
and is a great way to begin the wedding festivities

 A The father of the groom, as the traditional host, 
offers a toast to the couple; it is also a time when 
the bride and groom can offer a toast to both sets 
of parents, etc.

 A It is also an excellent time for the bride and groom 
to give their attendants their gifts

 A It is a good idea to end the party early so that 
everyone will be fully rested before the big day

 A It is suggested to have the bachelor/bachelorette 
party a few weeks before the big day; this way, 
everyone will be feeling good and rested for the 
wedding

Suggested Items: Confirmed phone numbers for entire wedding party and all vendors, sewing kit (have a 
needle already threaded with color thread of wedding gown), safety pins, scissors, spray-on spot remover, 
stain-removing wipes/towelettes, feminine products, small snacks, bottled water, hair products (hair 
dryer, curlers, brush, comb, hair spray, bobby pins), nail polish (clear and nail color), superglue, makeup, 
deodorant, perfume, lotion, antacid, aspirin, allergy medication, Band-Aids, toothbrush, toothpaste, dental 
floss, mouthwash, breath mints, portable iron or steamer, hand mirror, disposable wipes and tissues, 
anti-cling spray, 2-sided tape, plastic bags, cash, umbrella

Wedding Day Emergency Kit

 A Select 2–3 stores for your wedding registry to give your family and friends more options 

 A Select a wide variety of gifts in all price ranges (under $75 to over $200); some guests might opt to 
give a group gift, so don’t feel bad about picking large-ticket items

 A Put things on your registry that you want and need; remember, you are starting a home, so select 
items that will help make your home

 A Be careful not to register for duplicate items if  registering at more than one store

 A Select quality items that will last a long time; research items to get the best product available

 A A wedding Web site is a great place to tell people where you are registered; make sure you also tell 
all your family, friends, and bridal party where you are registered – that will help spread the word to 
your guests

 A You will want to schedule an appointment at the store, and the bride and groom should go together 
to select the items

Questions to Ask
· What is the return/exchange policy on gifts?

· How will the store keep track of our registry?

· How quickly will items be taken off our registry once
they’ve been purchased?

· Can we delete items off our registry and add items later?

· How long will our registry remain active?

· What kind of services does the store offer if we register with it (online shopping, discounts,
reward points, benefits)?

· Are there any service charges or extra fees (e.g., for wrapping and shipping gifts)?

· Does the store offer “completion deals”? (Some merchants will offer a generous discount
on unpurchased registry items)

Wedding Registry

Tip
Keep good records when opening 
gifts so that you can acknowledge 
the gift when sending your thank-
you notes

Registry Items
The store(s) with which you register will usually provide a comprehensive list of registry 
items; however, here are some items to get you started

Kitchen

Kitchen linens (tablecloths, 

runners, placemats, napkins, 

napkin rings, dish towels, 

dishrags)

China (formal and informal)

Crystal/glassware (formal and 

informal)

Silverware (formal and 

informal)

Serving platters

Serving accessories

Cookware

Bakeware

Knives

Kitchen utensils/gadgets

Food processor

Blender

Mixer

Coffee maker

Coffee grinder

Waffle maker

Crockpot

Can opener

Toaster

Mixing bowls

Canisters

Cutting board

Cake plate

Salt and pepper shakers

Wastebasket

Bedroom

Sheets

Duvet

Comforter

Pillows

Blankets

Mattress pad

Bathroom

Towels

Bath rugs

Shower curtain

Mirror

Countertop accessories

Scale

Hamper

Wastebasket

Miscellaneous

Luggage

Board games

Photo frames

Vases

Vacuum cleaner

Iron

Ironing board

Bar accessories

Clocks

Lamps

Yard equipment

Camping equipment

Rolling cooler

Electrical tools

Rehearsal Dinner

Bachelor & Bachelorette Parties

Accommodations for 

Out-of-Town Guests

Tip
It is nice to welcome each out-of-town guest with a 
goody bag; ask the hotel receptionists to distribute 
the bags to your guests at check-in; bags can include 
an invitation to the rehearsal dinner, transportation 
instructions, water bottles, snack food, etc. 

Just 
  Married!
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